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The Christmas season is in
full swing, and families
aboard the Depot have hung
up their lights, decorated their
Christmas trees and are cele-
brating the holiday in numer-
ous ways.

From the festive lights, all
the way to the special meal
served at the messhalls, Depot
personnel are doing their part
to make sure the spirit of the
season is not forgotten. 

One of the season’s biggest
events was the 16th Annual
Tree Lighting at Laurel Bay
Dec. 9, which featured festive
holiday music by the Parris
Island Jazz Band and a visit
from Santa Claus. Toys for
Tots coordinators also collect-
ed more than 100 new toys at
the event, which will be given
to local families.

The Parris Island Marine

Band stayed busy this holiday
season by playing at numer-
ous concerts, including the
Christmas Concert Dec. 13,
which featured the Liberty
Belles Show Troupe.

Semper Fit Health
Promotions also did their part
in celebrating by sponsoring
the 2003 Marine Corps
Community Services-South
Carolina Jingle Bell Run Dec.
10. The annual event cele-
brates the holiday season by
issuing Christmas bells for
each competitor to wear dur-
ing the run.   

The Religious Ministry
Center has also scheduled
special services to be held
Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day and New Year’s Day. See
the news brief on Page One
for more details. 

The Boot staff wishes every-
one a safe and happy holiday! 

Cpl. Jennifer Brofer
Corey Foster, 2, smiles as he sits atop Santa Claus’ lap during the 16th Annual Tree Lighting at Laurel Bay
Dec. 9. Aside from a visit from Santa, families also enjoyed cookies, hot chocolate and holiday music pro-
vided by the Parris Island Jazz Band of the Parris Island Marine Band. 

Cpl. Thomas Perry
First Sgt. Larry Fineran, Drill Instructor School chief instructor/first sergeant, finishes
first overall, for the second year in a row, in the 2003 Jingle Bell Run Dec. 10 , with a time
of 16 minutes, 24 seconds. Corporal Jennifer Brofer, staff writer for The Boot, took first
place in the women’s division with a time of 23:22. The Jingle Bell Run three-mile course
took racers from the MCCS Combat Fitness Center, out to D.I. Bridge and back. Each
racer wore a jingle bell during the run.   

Lance Cpl. Brian Kester
Support Bn. Commanding Officer Lt. Col. Michael C. Jordan’s house joins many
others on Parris Island that are decorated for Christmas.


